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1915) to the conviction (July 10, 1916) that "the time for provincial 
thinkers has gone by" T and America "must play a great part in the 
world whether we choose it or not. 8 " "No nation", he now says, 
"stands wholly apart in interest when the life and interests of all 
nations are thrown into confusion and peril" and' "no nation can any 
longer remain neutral as against any wilful disturbance of the peace 
of the world". 9 Therefore, he concludes that "The nations of the 
world must unite in joint guaranties that whatever is done to disturb 
the whole world's life must first be tested in the court of the whole 
world's opinion before it is attempted." 10 "When Mr. "Wilson comes to 
the task of making definite his conception of "The Essentials of Per- 
manent Peace" 11 (January 22, 1917), he betrays the absence of that 
Hamiltonian training or natural gift or practical lawyer's experience 
that makes for fine, thorough craftsmanship in documents. One 
detects just a little bit of superciliousness towards the Bar, a little 
pride in having freed oneself from "the professional point of view". 12 
One wishes that the President might have spent some of his earlier 
years in the preparation of testamentary dispositions of property 
wherein he had to meet the technical restraint upon the suspension of 
the power of alienation, or perhaps better still, in the preparation and 
trial of cases before juries wherein he had to secure the assent of twelve 
men to the successful fruition of his client's lawsuit. Such training 
may, indeed, narrow and professionalize some men, but in others it 
makes of the vision a fulfilment and not a prophecy. In Woodrow 
"Wilson's case it would have made him the world's master in the second 
world crisis, as it did in the first. It may be that when careful 
historians a century hence review these documents, they will say that 
the contributions contained in themselves qualities and virtues which 
overbalance all other weaknesses. Certainly his was the inspiration 
that united us with our Allies, clarified and energized a moral purpose 
for our own people, and more than all the armies and the navies 
broke the morale of the enemy. That is but confirmed in a reading of 
these documents. 

Julius Henry Cohen. 
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